State of Palestine 
Effective Implementation – ATT Working Group
Mr. President, Distinguished Delegates,
Our presence here is not just a formality; it is a moral and legal imperative to call upon ATT States Parties to uphold their obligations under this treaty and international law. We have to reaffirm the principles of the (ATT) and demand its full and uncompromising implementation. The credibility of the international community is measured by its ability to uphold international law and prevent the catastrophic consequences of an unregulated arms trade.
For over 16 months, the Palestinian people have endured unparalleled military aggression by the illegal occupying power. More than 49,000 Palestinians have been killed, with an estimated 10,000 more still trapped beneath the rubble, hundreds of thousands have been injured and 1.9 million forcibly displaced. The destruction amounts to nearly 70% of Gaza’s infrastructure. The indiscriminate deployment of advanced military technology, including F-35 fighter jets and 2,000 lb bombs, has inflicted unspeakable suffering on civilians, in blatant violation of international humanitarian law and the fundamental principles of this treaty.
Meanwhile, Israel’s intensified aggression against the occupied West Bank has reached alarming levels. Systematic aerial and ground assaults on Palestinian refugee camps in Jenin, Nablus, Tulkarem, and Tubas have resulted in mass executions, forced displacements, and arbitrary detentions. The International Court of Justice has ordered Israel to end its occupation of Palestinian territory and has ruled on the plausible risk of genocide in Gaza. These rulings highlight the urgent necessity for an immediate and total arms embargo. Yet, these flagrant violations persist, sustained by the continued supply of arms.
While we acknowledge the actions taken by some ATT Member States to suspend arms transfers to Israel, we remain deeply alarmed that key international actors continue to supply weapons to the occupying Power or permit their transfer through their territories, thereby enabling further atrocities. These states have failed to uphold their legal and moral obligations under Articles 6 and 7 of the ATT, which explicitly prohibit arms transfers when there is an overriding risk that such weapons will be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law.
The ATT was established to prevent precisely this kind of devastation. Yet, political justifications and strategic national ]interests continue to undermine its core purpose. Some States argue that halting exports would threaten diplomatic alliances. These justifications are unacceptable. Legal obligations cannot be selectively applied, and any continued arms transfers in these conditions amount to direct complicity in war crimes.
The reckless arms trade with the Israeli occupying power has fueled illegal occupation, apartheid, and immeasurable human suffering.
Resolution 55/28 of the Human Rights Council, adopted on 5 April 2024, explicitly demands an investigation into both direct and indirect arms transfers to Israel and their legal ramifications. Furthermore, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has warned of escalating violence across the occupied Palestinian territory, as Israel’s oppressive policies intensify.
We therefore call upon all ATT States Parties to:
1. Immediately cease all direct and indirect arms transfers to Israel, including components and spare parts, in full compliance with international law and the ATT.
2. Impose targeted sanctions on entities and individuals complicit in arms transfers that facilitate violations of international humanitarian law in the occupied Palestinian territory.
3. Support all international accountability mechanisms, including the International Criminal Court, to ensure that those responsible for war crimes and crimes against humanity are held accountable.
Distinguished Delegates,
History will judge the decisions we make today. ATT States Parties stand at a defining moment, either we uphold the fundamental principles of this treaty, or we allow them to be dismantled by political convenience. Thousands of lives hang in the balance. The integrity of the ATT is at stake.
We urge you to act with the urgency, resolve, and moral clarity that this moment demands.
I thank you.

